
  25 (I8)

 Inspiration

 Gifts, Souvenirs, Toys & Cards

Souvenirs + Cards + Gifts 
+ Toys + Jewellery 
 + Photo supplies                

+ Chocolates + Sweets      
+ much more

When you need inspiration for a special gift
there’s only one place to go …

Inspiration
Tel: 01491 873019    1 The Arcade, High Street

6 (F7) Hotel, Restaurant, Bar & Cafe

 The Swan at Streatley

 

22 (I9) BRIC-A-BRAC & ANTIQUES

 BARBARA’S

Bric-a-Brac and Antiques
Established over 30 years

House Clearances our Speciality

Barbara’s - Wheel Orchard Car Park 
Tel: 01491 873032

Mon - Sat 10.00am - 1.00pm, 2.15pm - 5.00pm

All things Vintage, 
from Linen & Lace

Jewellery, 
Pictures & Mirrors, 

China & Glass, 
Silver & Brass. 

All kind of Books
and much  more.   Welcoming Coaching Inn 

with 13 bespoke bedrooms 
 courtyard dining  

restaurant and cosy bar 
High Street  Goring-on-Thames  

Tel: 01491 872829 

5 (H8)  18th Century Inn

  The Miller of Mansfield

Best 
Thames Local 

Restaurant

21 (H9)  Florist

  Ferry Lane Florist

7 (I2)  Italian Restaurant

  Rossini at The Leatherne Bottel

A welcoming atmosphere, the finest Italian food 
and a beautiful riverside location awaits you.  

Buon appetito! 
Tel: 01491 872667   www.leathernebottel.co.uk

Rossini

41 (I8)  Bike hire, sales & repair

  Mountain Mania Cycles

1 (H8)  Pub, Restaurant & Rooms

 JOHN BARLEYCORN 
Manor Road, Goring.  T: 01491 872509 

www.thejohnbarleycornpub.co.uk

  The John Barleycorn

Always a warm welcome 
   Fine Brakspear ales     Traditional pub menu 

Luxury accommodation 

18 (I8)  Home & Garden Store

  Goring Hardware

01491 872420

10 (G8)  Café & Restaurant

  Pierreponts

Pierreponts
Great coffee ! Delicious cakes 

Freshly cooked food 

Breakfast ! Brunch ! Lunch ! Afternoon Tea

Tuesday - Saturday 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Closed on Sunday & Monday 

Tel: 01491 874464 
Bridge Approach, High Street, Goring

24 (H8)  Flooring

  Beacon Flooring

Family run business 
with over 40 years experience 

  Carpets       Vinyl       Wood       Laminate 

     16 High Street, Goring 
      Tel: 01491 454095 
  www.beaconflooring.co.uk

 8 (I8)
  

Tandoori Restaurant & Takeaway  

 Masoom’s

Top of High Street, Goring. Tel: 01491 875078 
www.masooms.co.uk

Experience the 
authentic taste

43 (L12)  Local Printers

  Goring Press

11 (I8)  Cafe

  The Village Cafe

Delicious food.  
Freshly made 
sandwiches, rolls, 
baguettes,  panini  
& homemade cakes. 

Hot & cold drinks 
and much more. 

Eat in or takeaway.

9 The Arcade, High Street 
01491 874264 

Telephone orders welcome

  Florist

  The Garden Room Flower Co.

47 (L12)   Local Taxi

  Murdocks Taxi Co

 

MURDOCKS 
TAXI CO. 

The personal service 

Goring-on-Thames 

01491 872029

3 (H8)  Beauty Salon

  Tara Beauty

 

12a High Street 
01491 871751 

tarabeauty1@hotmail.co.uk 

Professional Grooming for Ladies & Gentlemen. 
Our experienced beauticians offer 

 a full range of popular treatments. 
Let us pamper you. Please call for an appointment. 

45 (G8)  Estate Agents

  Jackson-Stops & Staff 

 

Boutique Beauty Salon

   Virgo Beauty

13 (H8)

       

      Self-Assessment 
      Tax Returns 

     Specialist in tax 
     planning to save 
     you money

  42 (I4)  Accountants

  Mortimer Burnett

Certified Accountants and Business Consultants

PERSONAL BUSINESS
      Corporation Tax 

      Payroll & VAT 
      
       Business advice

mortimer burnett 
01491 874332   james@mortimerburnett.co.uk 
The  White House, Mill Road, Goring, RG8 9DD 

Pop in and see our ever changing 
 and latest fashion collections.  

Highly personalised service. 
 Private One-to-One or Group bookings. 

Open: Monday - Saturday, 10am - 5pm 
Late Night shopping Thursday until 8pm 

———————-——— 

  

  Ladies Boutique 28 (H8)

   Ruby Pepper

   3 High Street, Goring 
Tel: 01491 872059 

Mob: 07903 019246

  36 (I8)

   Goring Veterinary Centre

   Veterinary Centre

GORING VETERINARY CENTRE 
17c High Street, Goring 

01491 873638 - www.fullyvetted.co.uk 
Where caring comes first 

Consultations by appointment Mon - Sat 
Parking at rear of surgery

14 (I8)  Butchers

  Goring Village Butchers

 
Goring Village 
Butchers

Purveyors of quality meat, game & fish. 

Fresh vegetables & produce 
 daily from Covent Garden.

5 The Arcade, High Street   
   Tel: 01491 872501 

Open Tuesday - Saturday

  39 (H8)  Estate Agents

  Warmingham

  Boutique Hair Salon

  Albert Fields

15 (H8)

Also open 
SATURDAY AM 

 and 
EVENINGS

 30 (G8)  Dentist

  Boathouse Dental Surgery

Preventative dentistry 
Cosmetic treatment 

Crowns & bridges 
Tooth whitening 
Gum treatment 

Implants and veneers

High Street (by the river), Goring 
01491 872394 

www.boathousedental.co.uk

  Convenience Store

24/26 Wallingford Road, Goring 
T: 01491 872619   www.beersnale.co.uk

  Westholme Store (Jacks)

17 (J5)

 
 

MEADOW CL 

Blewbury
Harwell
Wantage

Moulsford
(Fuel 3m)
Cholsey
Wallingford
Oxford

4
44

P
P1

2

21

3

4

5

6

7

19

8

9

10

11

12
14

15

16

17

18

20

22

1

2

5

6

7

8

9

1045

11

12

13
3

14

15

16

17

18
1941

20

21 22
23

24

25
26
27

28

36

30

31

32

33
34

35

37

3839 46

40

29

42

43
47

WALTHAM CT.
(TOWSE CT.)

SPENCER
CLOSE

ICENI CLOSE

LARDON
COTTAGES

CHESTNUT
COTTAGES

LOCK
APPROACH
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Key to Map Symbols

Scale (approx) 1:2500
10cm (4 inches) = 250 metres (275 yards)
Grid Square = 25 metres (27 yards)

Ridgeway Path
Thames Path
Footpaths (Public/Permissive)
Bridleway

Viewpoint

A roads
B roads
Minor roads
Tracks

River bank approx 42 metres above sea level

Emergency Telephone Numbers

Police, Ambulance or Fire: 	 999 (or 112)
Thames Valley Police: 	 101
British Transport (Railway) Police: 	 0800 40 50 40
Crime stoppers: 	 0800 555 111
Doctor/Nurse (Goring): 	 01491 872372
Hospital A&E (Royal Berks, Reading): 	 0118 322 8616
Hospital (Royal Berks Switchboard): 	 0118 322 5111
NHS (Non-Emergency Health Enquiries): 	 111
Dentist (Goring): 	 01491 872394
Dentist (After Hours/Emergency): 	 0845 345 8995
Vet (Goring): 	 01491 873638
River Incidents (Environment Agency): 	 0800 807 060
Gas Escape: 	 0800 111 999
Electricity: 	 08457 708 090
Water Leaks: 	 0800 714 614
Swan Lifeline (Rescue): 	 01753 859 397
RSPCA (Animal Rescue): 	 0300 123 4999
Samaritans: 	 08457 90 90 90

Public Telephone boxes:
Bridge Approach (G8) and Goring Railway Station (J8)

Map and information panels compiled and published by Ron Bridle. © 2015 Ron Bridle.
All enquiries to: PO Box 10, Goring-on-Thames, Reading, RG8 0EF.  Email: ronbridle@btinternet.com
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this map and associated information, the publisher
does not accept any responsibility or liability for the consequences of any errors or omissions.

Boater’s Facilities at Local Locks

Refuse disposal
Under Goring bridge, near lock (dry domestic refuse only).

Drinking Water
Tap at Goring lock, on side of brick building. (For filling water
containers only). Water with hose at Cleeve lock.

Electric charging point
Goring lock, opposite lock house.

Fuel
Nearest upstream: Benson.
Nearest downstream: Scours Lane, Reading.
(Also, see nearest highway fuel stations).

Toilets
Nearest upstream: Cleeve lock.
Nearest downstream: Sonning lock.
24-hr WCs at Goring Wheel Orchard car park.

Pump-out
Nearest upstream: Abingdon lock.
Nearest downstream: Shiplake lock.

Chemical toilet disposal
Nearest upstream: Day’s lock.
Nearest downstream: Whitchurch lock.

Chandlery
Nearest upstream: Sheridan Marine, Moulsford (2m): 01491 652085
Nearest downstream: Reading Marine Services (9m): 0118 942 3877
(Try Goring Hardware Store for non-marine items: 01491 872420)

River user’s Information

Lock Keepers: 
Goring lock keeper’s office: 01491 872687 
Cleeve lock keeper’s office: 01491 872608 
Hours: 9.15 am - 1.00pm,  2.00 pm - 4.00pm 
(Nov - March), progressively later in summer. 
Self-service public power and manual lock 
operation at other times, at your own risk. 
For Lock Operation Problems or Incidents call: 
0800 80 70 60 (24hrs).

River Map: At Goring towpath (near lock).

Mooring: Goring towpath (Free 24-hr) 
downstream of Goring bridge.

Public Slipways: Nearest upstream -  
Papist Way, Cholsey. Also, Ferry Lane, South Stoke 
(small boats only). 
Nearest downstream - Ferry Lane, Pangbourne.

Canoe & small boat launch sites: Steps at Goring 
lock lay-by and Ferry Lane (limitedaccess).  
Check with Goring lock keeper.

Boat hire: Electric launches are available from the 
Swan at Streatley Hotel.

Boat trips: From Goring lock (to Wallingford, 
Henley and Reading). See timetable at Goring 
lock or call Salter’s Steamers: 01865 243 421

Boat registration: Visitor’s canoe and other 
unpowered vessel certificates available from 
lock keepers.

Angling:  
Restricted sites along river bank (Check with lock 
keeper and fishing signs).
Rod licences are required (if over 12 years) and
available at the Post Office in the High Street.
A Rod Licence does not give the right to fish
from the river bank or a boat. You must have
appropriate permission.

NB: Coarse fishing closed season is 15 March -
15 June inc. Fishing is not permitted in  
lock cuts or approaches between 15 March -
15 October inc. or in lock lay-bys or chambers
at any time.

Please avoid discarding any fishing hooks,
weights or line etc, as they can and do cause
danger to swans, ducks and wildlife.

Swimming: Not permitted in lock chambers,
cuts, lay-bys or approaches. Swimming in the
river can be hazardous to boats and other river
users and therefore is at your own risk.

Diving: All diving activities must have prior
approval from the Environment Agency.

Environment Agency:
Incident Hotline: 0800 80 70 60 (24 hrs)
Enquiries: 08708 506 506 (Monday to Friday
8.00am - 6.00pm).

Visitor Information
We hope that you will enjoy your stay here, however 
brief it may be, and that this map and the information 
panels will be helpful to you.

You are in the ‘Goring Gap’, recognised as one of the 
most beautiful stretches of the Thames. The river 
here flows through the valley between two ranges 
of hills, both of which are within designated Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. Goring, in Oxfordshire, is 
within the Chilterns AONB and Streatley, in Berkshire, 
falls within the North Wessex Downs AONB.

The spectacular scenery in and around the Goring 
Gap is the setting for such classic books as Wind 
in the Willows, Watership Down and Three men in a 
Boat. Views of Goring Lock, the weirs and the rural 
landscape, especially as seen from the bridge, are 
some of the most photographed and painted scenes 
in England.

While many visitors come here because it is a pleasant 
place to spend a day by the river, others visit for its 
historical interest. Goring and Streatley have been 
inhabited for at least 10,000 years, due mainly to their 
unique geographical significance. The origins of these 
two villages are probably due to their location at the 
only junction of three of Britain’s most ancient routes: 
The Ridgeway, claimed to be Europe’s oldest road, 
The Icknield Way and the Thames. The crossing here 
is almost certainly the oldest of all Thames crossings. 
(For more about the history of the villages, please see 
the panel Timeline - Through the Centuries).

For visitors able to stay a day or two, there is an 
excellent choice of shops, places to eat and stay 
and also many beautiful riverside walks and country 
paths to enjoy. For visitors planning to stay a little 
longer, this is an ideal base from which to visit the 
many heritage sites, historic towns and other visitor 
attractions within just an hour or so from here by 
train or car. (Please see the panel Day trips within 
50 miles of Goring and Streatley).

If you would like more details about the various 
local places of interest, village events, walks and 
other things to see and do here, our volunteers 
in the Information Centre in Station Road are 
there to help you between 10.00 am - 12.00 
noon Monday to Saturday (Saturdays from 
Easter - September), or visit our new 
visitor’s web site with a digital guide at: 
www.visitgoringandstreatley.co.uk

We hope you’ll enjoy what we have 
to offer and will want to return to 
explore more.

Thank you for  
visiting us.

Day Trips from Goring and Streatley within 50 miles

Staying in Goring and Streatley is ideal for exploring the many places of interest
that surround us. Within a radius of about 50 miles you can visit so many

heritage sites, major visitor attractions and historic town and cities, such as:

Avebury
Bath
Blenheim Palace
Broadway
Buckingham Palace
Central London
Cheltenham
Chichester

Chilterns
Cliveden
Cotswolds
Hampton Court
Henley-on-Thames
Kew Gardens
Marlborough
New Forest

Oxford
Portsmouth
Ross-on-Wye
Runnymede
Salisbury
Savill Gardens
Southampton
Stonehenge

Stowe
Stow-on-the-Wold
Stratford-upon-Avon
Swindon
Waddesdon Manor
Warwick
Winchester
Windsor

Visitor Information Centre (I9)
Station Road: 01491 873565
Mon - Sat, 10am - 12noon (Sat: Easter - September)

Visitor Information Maps
Copies of this map located at:

Railway Station
Wheel Orchard Car Park
Lock Approach

This map is also on our local web site:
www.goring-on-thames.co.uk

And our visitor’s web site:
www.visitgoringandstreatley.co.uk

Public Conveniences
Wheel Orchard Car Park (H8): 24 hrs
(Disabled toilet access - RADAR National Key Scheme.
Info: 0207 250 3222)
Railway Station (J8):  
Open only when ticket office open:
Mon - Fri 6.30am - 1.00pm, Sat 6.30am - 12.00noon.

Car Parking
(Sorry, no coach, caravan or trailer spaces)
‘Wheel Orchard’ car park (H8) (Enter via Station Road)
First hour free. Up to 2 hrs 70p, up to 5 hrs £1.80,
up to 10 hrs £3.30. 53 spaces, inc 3 free disabled.
P & D: Mon - Sat 8.00 am - 6.00 pm.
Railway Station car park (J9)
P & D, 96 spaces. P & D: Weekdays after 11.00 am and
all day at weekends £1.50 (Before 11.00 am weekdays
£3.00 all day).

Limited on-road parking also in:
Station Road, near Information Centre

Free, 2 hours only. 5 spaces. Mon - Fri
8.00am - 6.00pm (No return within 1 hour)

Manor Road, by Rectory Garden
Free, 2 hours only. 8 spaces. Mon - Fri
8.00am - 6.00pm (No return within 1 hour)

Thames Road, near river
Free, 2 hours only. 8 spaces. Mon - Fri
8.00am - 6.00pm (No return within 1 hour)

Cleeve Road, by Gardiner field
Free, 2 hours only. 8 spaces. Mon - Fri
8.00am - 6.00pm (No return within 1 hour)

High Street, by Arcade
Free, 30 minutes only. 4 spaces. Mon - Sat
8.00am - 6.00pm (No return within 1 hour)

Railway Station
Goring & Streatley Station, Gatehampton Road
Direct lines to Oxford and beyond and Reading and
London (Paddington).
Ticket office open: Mon - Fri 6.30am - 1.00pm
Sat 6.30am - 12.00noon. (Other times - Self-service 
ticket machine).  Ticket Office: 01491 872822
National Rail Enquires: 08457 48 49 50

Bus Services and Bus Stops
Service 134: Goring-Wallingford-Goring (via South 
Stoke, North Stoke & Crowmarsh). Bus Stops at Goring 
Station, Lockstile Way, Lockstile Mead/Milldown Rd, 
Icknield Rd & Springhill Rd. Timetables at bus stops.

www.goridebus.co.uk
NB: Rural bus services are regularly subject to change.

Walking
Main footpaths are shown on the map. Various local 
walking maps and leaflets (including The Thames Path, 
The Ridgeway Path and other National Trails) available 
at the Information Centre. One good short walk is on 
the Downs across Lardon Chase and Lough Down, part 
of the escarpment owned by the National Trust. From 
the top of the hill there are magnificent panoramic 
views of the river and over the whole of Goring & 
Streatley. If you would like a healthy uphill walk, start 
from the Lardon Chase footpath at the bottom of 
Streatley Hill (past the traffic lights and the Bull Inn 
and turn right at the Old School House). Alternatively, 
to avoid climbing the hill and to keep on level ground, 
start from the NT car park on the right at the top of 
Streatley Hill.  
 
‘Goring Gap Health Walks’ (60 - 90 minutes and leader 
accompanied). Part of UK-wide accredited ‘Walking for 
Health Initiative’. Visitors (and dogs) most welcome. 
Meet outside Goring Village Hall 5 minutes before start 
time and contact the leader.
For a timetable of daily walks please visit the web site: 
www.goringgapwalks.co.uk

Picnic Areas
Goring Lock (grassed area)
Ferry Lane Open Space
Goring Tow Path
Rectory Garden
Recreation Grounds

Recreation Grounds
Sheepcot Recreation Ground, Goring (Tennis & Football
Clubs with separate pavilions)
Gardiner Recreation Ground, Goring. (Cricket, Football
& Bowls Clubs with shared pavilion)
Bourdillon Recreation Ground, Goring
Streatley Recreation Ground, Streatley (Football Club)
Please note that dogs should be kept on leads on
recreation grounds and not allowed to foul the field.
(Dog waste disposal bins are provided on each field).

Children’s Play Areas
Gardiner Recreation Ground, Goring
Bourdillon Recreation Ground, Goring
The Wild Wood (Streatley Recreation Ground, Streatley)

Doctor (I8)
Goring & Woodcote Medical Practice,
Red Cross Road: 01491 872372 (24 hrs)
Mon - Fri 8.00am - 6.30pm

Defribrillator (G8) On Goring Village Hall wall 
(Summer 2015)

Dentist (G8)  
Boathouse Dental Surgery, by river bridge: 
01491 872394 Mon, Tue & Thurs 9.00am - 5.00pm
Weds 9.00am - 7.00pm, Fri 9.00am - 4.30pm,   
Sat 9.00am - 1.00pm

Pharmacy (I8)  
Lloyds Pharmacy, High Street: 01491 872124
Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.30pm,  Sat 9.00am - 5.00pm

Veterinary Centre (I8)  
Goring Veterinary Centre, High Street.
Mon - Fri 8.30am - 6.30pm,  Sat 10.00am - 2.00pm

Post Office (H8) Inside McColls Store, High Street.
Mon - Fri 9.00am - 1.00pm, 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Sat 9.00am - 12.00noon

Churches
     (G8)	 St Thomas of Canterbury, Goring (C of E)
     (E7)	 St Mary’s, Streatley (C of E)
     (G9)	 Our Lady & St John, Goring (Catholic)
     (H8)	 Goring Free Church
(Service times and details outside)

Boat Hire and Boat Trips
Hire: The Swan Hotel, Streatley (F7): 01491 878800 
Trips: Salters Steamers: 01865 243421

Cycle Hire  
Mountain Mania Cycles (I8): 01491 871721

Camping and Caravanning
Bridge Villa Camping & Caravan Park (Nr Wallingford)
(February - December): 01491 836 860 
www.bridgevilla.co.uk

Sports & Outdoor Clubs
Sailing Club, The Bridleway, Goring
Tennis Club, Sheepcot Recreation Ground, Goring
Cricket Club, Gardiner Recreation Ground, Goring
Football Clubs at Gardiner, Sheepcot and  
Streatley Recreation Grounds
Bowls Club, Gardiner Recreation Ground, Goring
     (A4)  Golf Club, Rectory Road, Streatley
The Boat Club (Rowing), just outside Goring
(Full list of clubs, societies and other local
organisations with contact details available from  
the Information Centre).

Meeting Places & Village Halls
     (G8)	 Goring Village Hall, Bellême & Garden Rooms
     (I9)	 Community Centre, Goring
     (H8)	 Goring Free Church Hall
     (L4)	 Scout & Guide HQ, Goring (Storton Lodge)
     (I8)	 Goring Social Club
     (E7)	 Morrell Room, Streatley
     (G8)	 Canterbury Room (St Thomas Church)

Schools
     (J5)	 Goring Primary School (and Pre-School)
     (C8)	 Streatley Primary School (and Pre-School)

Bank & Cash Point
     (I8)	 TSB Bank
     (H8)	 Cash Point

Local Newspaper  Goring Gap News (Monthly)
Includes local events diary and other topical issues  
and information.  Available from McColls, Inspiration 
and Westholme Stores (Jacks).
01491 873977 (Editor)   www.goring-gap.co.uk

Public Library (I9)  Station Road, Goring
Mon: 9.30am - 12.30pm
Tue: 9.30am - 12.30pm  -  2.00pm - 7.00pm
Wed: Closed
Thurs: 9.30am - 12.30pm  -  2.00pm - 5.00pm
Fri: 9.30am - 12.30pm  -  2.00pm - 5.00pm
Sat: 9.30am - 1.00pm

Fire Station (L4) Icknield Road, Goring

Parish Councils
Goring PC (I8) - Clerk: 01491 874444
Streatley PC - Chair: 01491 872147

Fuel Stations (nearest)
A329 Reading Road at Lower Basildon (2m)
A329 Wallingford Road, past Moulsford (2m)

Telephone Boxes
Bridge Approach, Goring (G8)
Railway Station, Goring (J8)

Post Boxes (Goring centre)
Postal Delivery Office, by river bridge (G8)
Railway Station, Gatehampton Road (J8)

Residential/Care Homes
     (H9)	 The Grange, Grange Close, Goring
     (I6)	 Lyndhurst, Lyndhurst Road, Goring
     (I6)	 Cleeve Lodge, Elmhurst Road, Goring
     (C8)	 The Coombe House, The Coombe, Streatley

Nature Reserve
Withymead Nature Reserve (J1) (April - October).
Free entry. End of Bridleway, north of the Sailing Club.
Charitable Trust to protect and preserve the diverse
wildlife in this 22 acre riverside, woodland and  
wetland site. Telephone Warden before visit to check 
opening times: 01491 872265    
www.withymead.co.uk

Goring & Streatley Regatta (I2)
The annual Regatta is held in late July on the  
Streatley side of the river, upstream of Cleeve Lock.
Pedestrian access via The Thames Path, north of the
Swan at Streatley Hotel.
Car access via the Wallingford Road, near Streatley
Farm. Turn right at signs on the day.
Mooring available upstream of Cleeve Lock on the
Berkshire bank. (First held in 1887).

Goring Gap Business Network
Network of local shops and businesses.

Refuse Disposal & Recycling Point
     (G8)	 Boater’s dry domestic refuse only

          (Under bridge, near Goring Lock)
(J9)	 Recycling - Clothes & Shoes only
          Station car park (far end)

Dog Waste Disposal  Special bins provided at:
Ferry Lane open space, by Goring Towpath x 2
Sheepcot Recreation Ground
Gardiner Recreation Ground x 2
Bourdillon Recreation Ground
Streatley Recreation Ground

Water Tap
Goring Lock (G7), drinking water for boater’s containers
(Dog’s water bowl usually close by)

Local Community Websites
The websites below provide more information about
local amenities and services and many contain links  
to the websites of many other local organisations.
Visitor Information
   www.visitgoringandstreatley.co.uk
Goring-on-Thames
   www.goring-on-thames.co.uk
Goring Parish Council
   www.goringpc.org
Goring Gap News
   www.goring-gap.co.uk
Goring & Streatley Amenity Association
   www.gandsamenity.co.uk
Goring & Streatley Twinning Association
   www.goring-twinning.co.uk
Goring Gap Health Walks
   www.goringgapwalks.co.uk
Goring Medical Practice
   www.goringwoodcotemedicalpractice.nhs.uk
Streatley Parish Council
   www.streatley.org
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These two villages are very old. Due to their unique location at the intersection of three of  
the most ancient routes in Britain, they have been inhabited continuously for at least  

10,000 years. There is evidence that Old Stone Age man travelled from Europe through  
Goring and Streatley along the Ridgeway before Britain was separated from mainland  

Europe and became an island after the last Ice Age.

c. 8,000 BC.  Flint blades and reindeer bones found near 
the river in Gatehampton, Goring is evidence of Stone Age 
settlers killing animals here in the Palaeolithic period, at the 
end of the Ice Age, about 10,000 years ago. 

7th CENTURY BC
c. 700 B.C. Celtic tribes settled in Goring and made their 
characteristic square fields. Their Iron Age hut circles 
can still be seen on aerial photographs near the river at 
Gatehampton. Gold coins dating back to this age found in 
Goring and a vase found in Streatley.

1st CENTURY
43 - 96 A.D. Romans settled in Goring and Streatley and 
built a raised causeway or rebuilt a pre-existing one, near 
what is now Ferry Lane, Goring. Remains of a Roman villa 
and military stations unearthed in Goring, along with a drying 
oven. Aerial photography has shown the presence of another 
villa in the Streatley area. Roman coins dated 69 - 96 A.D. 
found in Goring, along with other artefacts including 2 
brooches and pottery dredged from the river.

7th CENTURY
650 The section of the Thames in the Goring and Streatley 
area was an ancient boundary dividing the kingdoms of 
Anglo-Saxon Wessex and Mercia (Danelaw).

687 Streatley first documented as ‘Strata’, derived from the 
Latin, meaning ‘road’. Goring is thought to be derived from 
the Anglo-Saxon ‘Garinges’ (the home of Gara’s people).

8th CENTURY
757 - 795 Goring was in Mercia under King Offa and 
Streatley was in Wessex under King Ine.

9th CENTURY
871 King Alfred fought and defeated the Vikings at the Battle 
of Ashdown on the Downs, believed to be near Streatley. 
Ethelred ruled the Kingdom of Wessex.

878 The Vikings final assault on the Anglo-Saxon kingdom 
of Wessex launched from the Reading area. Under Alfred 
the Great, born in Berkshire, the two kingdoms of Wessex 
and Mercia effectively became one. Bones of a Saxon 
warrior, together with his weapons, were recently found in 
Streatley Churchyard.

10th CENTURY
1000 Goring and Streatley in Wessex in the reign of Ethelred 
the Unready.

11th CENTURY
1066 When William of Normandy (‘the Conqueror’) won the 
Battle of Hastings, Streatley was controlled by the Saxon 
‘Asgard the Staller’, an official of Edward the Confessor’s 
Court. Streatley had a church and a mill and the village had 
fishing rights. Goring was owned by Saxon Wigod, Thane 
of Wallingford. Goring also had a mill, but no mention of a 
church at that point. Goring Church was built by The Norman 
Baron, Robert d’Oilly, a staunch supporter of William the 
Conqueror. The Norman font still remains in use in the 
church today. D’Oilly was rewarded for his services with 
the grant of 60 Manors, including the Manor of Goring and 
went on to build Oxford Castle. After the Norman Conquest, 
there were 3 manors in Goring and Gatehampton and 
one in Streatley.

1086 Goring valued at £15 and Streatley at £24 in 
Domesday Book.

12th CENTURY
1100 - 1260 Chalk excavated from Hartstock quarry 
(downstream from Goring) transported by barge probably to 
build Reading Abbey and Wallingford and Oxford castles.

1181 Charter of Confirmation, issued by King Henry II,  
confirms a grant by his grandfather, Henry I, to the 
Augustinian Nuns and Church of Goring.

1190 A ferry provided an alternative method to the causeway 
of crossing the river between Goring and Streatley.

13th CENTURY
1200s Goring Priory, an extension to Goring Church, built 
when the 36 resident nuns grew out of the available space 
at the Church. Margaret was the first Prioress in 1200. 
Visible remains of the Priory still exist today. The corbels on 
the south wall of St Thomas’ Church used to support the roof 
of the cloisters of the priory.

1290 A Latin-inscribed bell at Goring Church was cast, being 
one of the oldest bells in the country. (Goring’s bell was cast 
about 200 years before England’s oldest manufacturing 
company, The Whitechapel Bell Foundry, was established 
in 1570 and which cast Pennsylvania’s Liberty Bell in 1752 
and Big Ben in 1858).

14th CENTURY
1300s Ancient Dovecot built in Streatley on the site of the  
old Manor.

15th CENTURY
1400s The oldest lay structure, a barn, still surviving is 
thought to have been built in Station Road, Goring.

1415 A field near Ferry Lane, Goring, reputedly used for the  
training of the local longbow archers for the Battle of 
Agincourt.

16th CENTURY
1530 Another of Goring’s oldest buildings, The Catherine 
Wheel, incorporating a smithy, was built. It soon had 
its own brew.

1536 Goring Priory dissolved by Henry VIII when he became 
head of the newly formed Church of England.

1580 Flash Lock at Goring kept by William Whystler. (The 
Whistler family lived at Gatehampton Manor for many years 
thought possibly to be related to the famous English painter, 
Reginald John [Rex] Whistler).

1580 ‘Earl of Derby’ flash lock built at Cleeve.

1588 May have been a beacon on Streatley Hill to warn of 
the approach of the threatening Spanish Armada.

17th CENTURY
1647 Sixty people (and a mare) drowned at 7pm on 6th July 
when a ferry overturned in the weirpool due to the boatman 
rowing too close to the weir when 72 passengers were 
returning to Streatley after celebrating Saints Day at the 
traditional ‘Goring Feast’.

1673 Streatley House and Streatley Farm built.

1600s During the 16th and 17th centuries, the spring at 
the old Leatherne Bottel hostelry was promoted as having 
‘medicinal properties’, claiming the water could cure skin 
diseases, eye complaints and the ‘ache of corns’. Pilgrims 
and other sufferers came from far and wide to purchase 
bottles of the famous spring water.

1600s The Swan at Streatley built. (One of its many owners 
in the 1970s was the entertainer, Danny La Rue).

18th CENTURY
1711 Goring Alms Houses built and endowed by Richard 
Lybb (for the maintenance for ’Four Poor old Men’.

1787 Pound locks replaced the flash lock at Goring and 
Cleeve. (The ancient causeway, useable up until the 
completion of the locks, supplemented by the ferry).

1788 Goring Enclosure Act abolished the ‘strip’ system of 
cultivation, replaced by the ’field’ system. Apart from the 
social impact, some of the local roads are now straighter 
than before. (To the East of Goring the Enclosures were 
delayed until 1812).

1789 Countess of Huntingdon’s Connection Chapel built, now 
Goring Free Church.

19th CENTURY
1801 The first national census showed the population 
of Goring was 677. J.M.W.Turner painted Goring Church 
and Mill.

1805 Flint cottages in Goring High Street built.

1806 Napper’s shop and cottage built. Originally a pork 
butchers shop.

1810 John Barleycorn pub first recorded as an ‘Ale House’.

1814 Streatley Enclosure Act passed. Most of the land 
allocated to Rev. D. Morrell.

1818 Charitable Foundation in Streatley established by 
Jethro Tull, local agriculturist of the seed drill fame, was 
funded with £2 a year with 5 shillings to provide books for 
the education of 4 children.

1830 Streatley was larger and more important than Goring 
due to the gate on the turnpike road from Reading to Oxford. 
The post house was The Bull Inn at Streatley.

1830 Moses Saunders established a business at the 
Swan Boathouse at Streatley, specialising in repair and 
construction of weirs and locks on the Thames. Later the 
firm turned to boat building and was split in 1890. One 
grandson, Arthur, remained at the Swan, while another 
Samuel took over Goring Wharf, on the opposite side of the 
river. His showroom is now Goring Royal Mail Sorting Office, 

although the boat building works were up-river at  
Withymead. Samuel’s company went on to grow into the 
world-famous Saunders Roe company, of flying boat, 
Hovercraft and aircraft fame, based on the Isle of Wight.

1835 Goring Brewery established.

1837 A toll bridge was built over the river to join Goring and 
Streatley, to replace the ferry at a cost of £6,000.

1840 The new Great Western Railway line between London 
and Bristol, built by Isambard Kingdom Brunel, passed 
through Goring. Its presence, with a halt in the village, 
changed the balance between Goring and Streatley where 
the turnpike soon declined. The area was opened up to 
commuters working in London and to visitors seeking 
recreation on the river.

1848 A Streatley school, erected by subscription, was 
in operation.

1850 Goring and South Stoke British School built in Goring 
High Street. (Nonconformist, founded by the British and 
Foreign School Society and funded by subscriptions).

1855 Goring School built with voluntary contributions 
in Station Road (now the Visitor Information Centre and 
Community Centre).

1860s Renovations of the parish church of St Mary’s 
Streatley began.

1871 Goring and Streatley Golf Club founded on  
Streatley Downs.

1872 Streatley Parochial School erected. 90 pupils attended.

1876 Goring Cricket Club founded.

1878 Temperance Hall built in Station Road (across road 
from pub!). Now Goring Library.

1880 Goring and Streatley and Thames Valley Water 
Company started, with a bore hole in Cleeve.

1880s Squire Gardiner sold his land between Goring and 
Cleeve as building plots. Large houses, such as Clevemede, 
Nun’s Acre and Thames Bank, were built by wealthy 
professional and business men who moved into the village 
and influenced local activities.

1887 The first Goring and Streatley Regatta held.

1888 Her Majesty’s Inspector’s report on Goring School 
read ‘On the whole, this is a fair rural school… A firmer 
discipline is needed’.

1888 Goring Working Man’s Club built for ‘the amusement 
and instruction of the village working men’.

1889 Gas Works opened in Cleeve.

1892 Great Western Railway changed from broad gauge 
to standard gauge lines and the number of lines doubled 
from two to four. The old brick railway bridge was blown 
up and replaced by a new iron girder one. The station was 
demolished, re-sited and named Goring and Streatley.

1893 Foundation stone laid of the newly established Goring 
Free Church.

1895 Goring Mill (then Goring Electric Light and Power Co 
Ltd) reputedly the first communal electric power supply, sold 
electricity locally and then extended the supply to Streatley 
in 1908, or thereabouts, when the company was sold.

1896 Malthouse and laundry in Church Lane, Streatley, 
converted into a Gentleman’s Club with reading room by the 
Morrell family (now the Morrell Room).

1897 Catholic Church built in Ferry Lane.

1899 Goring Parish Room (now the Village Hall) built. 

20th CENTURY
1900s During the late 1800s and early 1900s, Goring 
became a very fashionable place to live and now famous 
people lived here. (eg Oscar Wilde, in the late 1890s, Air 
Chief Marshall of the RAF, Sir Arthur (Bomber) Harris and 
Admiral Sir William Harwood, victor of the Battle of the 
River Plate).

1901 Goring’s population reached 1,419. Goring Volunteer 
Fire Brigade formed.

1903 Kelly’s Directory list 5 cottages for ‘Letting to visitors’.

1906 The Morrell family, brewers of Oxford, own most 
of Streatley.

1923 New river bridge completed at a cost of £31,000 
and made toll free.

1924 Security measures were introduced in Goring and 
Streatley when the Ulster Cabinet held a crisis meeting at 
Cleeve Court in Streatley, the English home of Sir James 
Craig, the first Prime Minister of Northern Ireland. The 
meeting was called following escalating violence in Ireland 
and plain clothes detectives questioned villagers and 
strangers looking for IRA suspects.

1925 Clock on Goring Village Hall installed.

1926 Streatley Mill burned down.

1936 Goring Fire Station opened in Icknield Road.

1938 Major Edmonson (Lord Sandford) bequeathed Rectory 
Garden to the village.

1939 Mrs Morrell died and her estate, most of Streatley, 
was broken up.

1939 Goring Brewery closed down.

1939 Goring and Streatley welcomed various evacuated 
individuals and organisations during the war, including: The 
Royal Veterinary College (from Potters Bar, staying until 
1958), The Royal School for Deaf and Dumb (from Margate), 
The Alexandra Orphanage, The Belgian Air Force Command, 
London schools from West Ham and Ealing and Czech 
refugees amongst many others.

1940 One stick of bombs fell on Goring, killing 1 person.

1955 Mains sewerage came to Goring (having been 
considered since 1898).

1956 Small housing estates started to be built in Goring 
increasing the population to double the size it was at the 
beginning of the century.

1964 Several Tudor black and white, timber framed cottages 
demolished to build ‘a modern Arcade’.

1979 Goring became twinned with Bellême, Normandy.

1983 The rare discovery of a young woolly mammoth’s lower 
jaw, with a whole tooth and one erupting on each side, was 
found in the river in Goring. It is 60cm wide and between 
40,000 - 12,000 years old and is exhibited in the Oxfordshire 
Museum, Woodstock.

1997 Current (second) river bridge strengthened and 
refurbished.

1998 Goring won the Best Kept Village in Oxfordshire and 
was a finalist in the National competition.

1999 On 31 December, Goring and Streatley celebrated 
the eve of the new Millennium with street parties and other 
activities during day and night. A special Millennium book 
was later published to record those events and also the 
many other activities which took part throughout the year.

2000 Millennium Time Capsule buried under Goring Village 
Hall. It contains a number of contemporary items of interest 
for future generations to discover, including The Goring and 
Streatley Millennium Book and the Electoral Roll.

21st CENTURY
2006 Old 1892 iron railway bridge demolished on Christmas 
Day 2006 and the new steel one opened for traffic on 1 
March 2007.

2009 Goring won ‘Oxfordshire Village of the Year’ 
competition followed by the ‘South of England Village of 
the Year’ 2009/2010 award. Goring’s St Thomas’ Church 
refurbished and the Canterbury Room extension added.

2012 On 3 June, Goring & Streatley held the largest 
Diamond Jubilee street party in the UK. Over 4,000 people 
attending the kilometre-long party when both Goring and 
Streatley High Streets and the bridge between were closed. 
Celebrations organised by over 300 volunteers included 
eight major events over 2 days and 500 souvenir books and 
DVDs, entitled ‘Celebration’, were produced in December as 
a record of the events.

2014 The inaugural Goring & Streatley Festival took place 
with 44 events over 10 days (27 June - 6 July). This is the 
legacy project chosen from 20 other proposals by residents 
to carry on the community spirit in the two villages shown 
during the Diamond Jubilee celebrations in 2012.

2015 Start of electrification of Great Western railway line 
through Goring.

Compiled by Ron Bridle, who would like to thank Goring & 
Streatley Local History Society for the original research of  
much of the above information which has been taken from  
their various publications.

Online Visitor Information
www.visitgoringandstreatley.co.uk
Click on ‘Visitors Guide’ for a digital guide and video.

Goring-on-Thames - ‘South of England Village of the Year’ (2009/2010)

Largest Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Street Party in the UK (2012)

‘Gold Award’ - Britain in Bloom, Thames & Chilterns Region (2013)

Online Visitor Information
www.visitgoringandstreatley.co.uk
Click on ‘Visitors Guide’ for a digital guide and video ‘Gold Award’ - Britain in Bloom, Thames & Chilterns Region (2013)

Goring-on-Thames - ‘South of England Village of the Year’ (2009/2010)
Largest Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Street Party in the UK (2012)

Listed below are all the shops and local 
businesses which are open to the public.
Colour-coding is to help identify related 

services both on the map and the 
surrounding advertisements. The numbers 

and grid references correspond to their 
location on the map.

Places to eat & drink
H8 	The John Barleycorn (Pub)

I9 	 The Catherine Wheel (Pub)

D8 	The Bull at Streatley (Pub)

H8 	The Miller of Mansfield (Bar & Restaurant)

F7 	The Swan at Streatley (Café, Deli,  
                                                Bar & Restaurant)

I2 	 Rossini at The Leatherne Bottel  

                                              (Italian Restaurant)

I8 	 Masooms (Tandoori Restaurant & Take Away)

I8 	 Chef King (Chinese Restaurant & Take Away)

G8 	Pierreponts (Café & Restaurant)

I8 	 The Village Café (Café & Bakery)

G7 	Ice cream kiosk - seasonal

Places to buy food & drink
I8 	 The Village Café (Sandwiches & Drinks)

I8 	 Goring Village Butchers

H8 	McColls (Convenience Store)

J5 	Westholme Store/Jacks (Convenience Store)

Places to stay
H8 	The John Barleycorn (Pub)

D8 	The Bull at Streatley (Pub)

H8 	The Miller of Mansfield (Hotel)

F7 	The Swan at Streatley (Hotel)

D8 	Youth Hostel, Streatley (YHA)

For B & Bs and other places to stay, please see: 
     www.visitgoringandstreatley.co.uk
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Home & Leisure
I8 	 Goring Hardware (Hardware & Cookware)

H8 	 Mary S (Interior Design)

I8 	 Art at Goring (Gallery & Picture Framing)

H9 	 Ferry Lane Florist

I9 	 Barbara’s (Bric-à-Brac & Antiques)

I9 	 The Thames Valet (Dry Cleaners)

H8 	 Beacon Flooring

I8 	 Inspiration (Gifts, Souvenirs, Toys & Cards)

I8 	 Swift Clik (Printer & Office Supplies)

I8 	 Swift Ink (Office & Computer Supplies)

H8 	 Ruby Pepper (Ladies Boutique)

I8 	 Mountain Mania Cycles (Hire, Sales & Service)

L12 Goring Press (Printers)

L12 The Garden Room Flower Co.

Health & Beauty
H8	 Tara Beauty

H8	 Virgo Beauty

H8 	 Albert Fields (Hairdressers)

I8 	 Goring Medical Practice

G8 	 Boathouse Dental Surgery

I8 	 Lloyds Pharmacy

I8 	 The Chiltern Medical Clinic

I8 	 Hamiltons Hairdressers

I8 	 Goring Hair Studio

F7 	 The Beauty Rooms & Spa

I8 	 Goring Veterinary Centre

Finance, Legal & Estate Agents
I8 	 Winser Financial Services

H8 	 Richard Wilson Long (Solicitors)

H8 	 Warmingham (Estate Agents)

H8 	 Davis Tate (Estate Agents)

I4 	 Mortimer Burnett (Accountants)

G8	 Jackson-Stops & Staff (Estate Agents)

I8	 TSB (Bank)
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Key to Local Shops and Services


